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REUNION TIME!

San Antonio Tours

City Tour: $24.00 p/p. Lv. 9:00 AM, return 1:15
PM. Includes a visit to Mission San Jose, described
as the best example of a restored mission in the
United States. The tour drives through Mission
Concepcion and Fort Sam Houston, described as the
most picturesque and prestigious post in the U.S
Then on to the Alamo, the cradle of Texas liberty

Fredericksburg Tour: $31.00 p/p. Lv. 8:30 AM,
return 6:00 PM. Includes a drive-by of LBJ's boyhood
home and then on to Fredericksburg. The Nimitz
Museum and Historical Center consists of a restored
hotel which houses the Museum of the Pacific War,
the Garden of Peace donated by the people of Japan
and the History Walk lined with vintage aircraft, tanks

and guns. The George Bush Gallery at the Museum
was dedicated this year and includes more than 1000
artifacts of the war. The bus trip to Fredericksburg is
about 90 minutes each way.

Other Attractions: There are many more things to
do in San Antonio than ean be done in the few days
we will be there. You certainly don't want to miss the
River Walk (or barge ride) pictured on the front page
of the February issue. Then, just to name a few more,
there is the Buckhom Saloon with its collection of
antlers and old wes! entertainment, the Cowboy
Museum, the Hertzberg Circus Collection, Market
Square, the Spanish Govemor's Palace, Lone Star
Trolley Tours, Botanical Gardens, Diamond W
Longhorn Ranch featuring chuck wagon supper and
cowboy stage show, Six Flags Texas, and so on

Our ship model looks even more impressive in color. See story on back page.
Here in a position of honor at the Navy Memorial. Picture by Captain Porter
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Elmer Childress Kerrville, TX

Elmer Childress passed away on June 8,1999 after
a long iliness. He had just lumed 81. As most
shipmates know, Elmer had been in declining health
for several years. He treasured his association with
the crew of the USS REID

Elmer joined the Navy m 1937 and reported aboard
the REID in 1838 as a Seaman He left the REID a
few months before the ship went down as a WT1/c
He mustered out of the Navy at the end of the war and
ook up barobernng and fater, ranch managemeant

Elmer was almost as widely known in the Reunion
Lroup as Frenchie, Al the fast reunion, even though
his health wouldn't allow him to aftend, he insisted thal
he and/or his family host the 1989 reunion. | expecl
there will be many stories recalled in San Antonio
about Elmer and his escapades

Kenneth Schoening San Luis Obispo. CA

Ken Schoening died May 17, 1999 at home in San
Luis Obispo, CA. He was 75

Ken was bom In Silvar
City, lowa in 1923, later
moving to Colorado. He
joined the Navy In 1942
and reported aboard the
REID in February, 1843 in
Noumea, New Caledonia
as a Fireman 1/c He
was a survivor whose
duty station was the
engine room as a MM 2/c
Ken lafl the Navy in 1946
and settled In San Luis
Obispo

Ken worked for a

while for Westem Aulo as
a store manager, later
shifting to the California
Department af
Comections. He retired in
1971. In addition to his
wife Margaret, he leaves
3 sons, 3 daughters, 9
grandchildren and 2 g-
grandchildren.




Bill Andrews

Bill Andrews passed away on April 22, 1989 in
Grand Junction, CO. He was a few days shy of 80
years,

Bill was born in Albany, NY in 1919 and joined the
Navy in 1936, reporting aboard the REID as a Seaman
2/c plankowner. He was transferred in 1940 as a
Fireman 1/c. He made the Navy his career, serving in
many ships, including the amphibious forces, He
retired in 1956 as LCDR. As a civilian, he worked in
real estate sales in California, retiring to Colorado in
1870.

His wife, Velma sent in a poem he requested be
included in his last services which seems appropriate
for all of us who have survived into our 70's and BO's..
An excerpt follows, author unknown:

I could not stay another day

To laugh, 1o love, 1o work or play.

Tasks lelt undone must stay that way.

| foound a place at the close of the day.

Grand Junction, CO

I oy paurting Do left a void

T e [l i wath remembered jov.

A Inendshp shiarcd, a lavgh, 2 kiss,
Ab, yes, these o, 1 ioo, will nss,

P et burelened withy times ol sormow,

| wishi your the sunshine of tomormow

My lile"s Treen Tull. T savored much,

Cronndd Trends, good tmes, a loved one’s onch.

Perbiaps iy e secmwed all oo bl
Dot lerssthen it viow with wowhie griel,

Bill Alford

Bill Alford passed away on June 13, 1899 at his
summer home In Florence, Wisconsin, He was
77

Bill graduated from the Naval ROTC as an
ensign and from Northwestermn University as a
chemical engineer in 1943. He joined the REID in
New Guinea in 1944, serving for 8 months before
being transferred to another destroyer in October
of that year. He left active duty in June, 1946,

As a civilian, Bill worked in the oil industry in
research and development. He retired as a
supervising process engineer in 1984. He was
also active in scouting.

Bill is remembered by his shipmates for his 10
years of service to the Reunion Group as
Secretary, Treasurer and Editor of the Newsletier.

Florence, WI

[Amazingly, | don'l have a single picture of Bill
Alford and I discovered it foo late to ask Betty to send
me one for this issue. - Ed ]

Editors Note

| regret that | don't have pictures for everyone
remembered here. | don't always think of it until |
begin to lay out the paper and by then it usually is too
late lo ask for a picture to be sent in the mail. | do
have a number of pictures laken at various reunions,
and | use them where the quality is adequate and |
recognize who they are.

Why not send me some pictures that you can spare
with the names, date and location wntten on the back.
That way, | can build up a file that | can use when you
are mentioned in the Newsletter. And | don't mean
just when you pass away!

Appreciation

Elmer Childress
The family of Eimer Childress thanks everyone fram

the REID Reunion Group for all their kindness during
Elmer's illness and passing. Your many cards, prayers
and expressions of sympathy have made a difficult
penod a bit more bearable.

The floral display from the REID group was a
beautiful red. white and blue amangement that
featured a blue nbbon across it with the words "U.5.5.
Reid Shipmate’ in gold letters  It, along with Elmer's

Elmer and Lois at 1991(7) reunion




saillor picture, was a focal point for the memonal
SETVICE.

Bill and Marlena Terry represented the REID al the
sarvice, During a period of sharing by family and
friends, Bill told a story about events aboard the REID
on December 7 at Pearl harbor. As we had not heard
this before, it made for a very special memaory.

Thank you agam to everyone  We hope (o see you
in October in San Antonio

Sincerely

Loy Childresy
Loren Childress
Neangy Chaldress Ervckson
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Bill Alfard

| appreciate very much the genercus $50 memonal
sent in Bill's memaory to the First Presbyterian church
of Florence, Wisconsin. Bill's maternal grandparents
wera among the earliest members of this little church
and we have always been regular attendees during
our summers in Wisconsin. The REID Reunion
members have sent me many messages of sympathy.
also much appreciated

Sincerely,
Betty Alford
o e e e e e e o e D S o o D
Ken Schoening

Dear Shipmates: | have received notice from the
Hospice Foundation of your generous donation in
memory of Ken. OQur family thanks you so much

Ken was laid to rest with military honors. He will be
missed not anly by his family, but also for the many
friends we have. OQur church was full, standing room
anly.

Thank you one and all

Margarel Schoening & family
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Willie Wilson
Jim died March 16, 1999 after a prolonged iliness
which started eight months before his death
He was always proud of being a pan of the USS
REID group. He made a beautiful low relief carving of
the ship which hangs on our wall

Thank you, Shipmales
Ilva Wilson
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Nancy Childress Erickson
Center Point, TX

Recently, | wvisited the Nimitz Museum in
Fredericksburg and while in the Japanese Peace
Garden there, | remembered something many of you
may nol have known aboul my parents,

In the 1960's, Mama and Daddy were a host family
for a Japanese exchange student My brother was a
senior in high school and | was in callege. In our tiny
hometown of Lyford, Texas there were one or two
ctics, but the vast majority of townspeople welcomed
Katsumi and supported our family. After Katsumi had
been with our family for a short time the subject of
Waorld War Il came up and he leamed of Daddy’s
presance al Pearl Harbor on December 7", 1941,
Katsumi was concemed that Daddy might harbor il will
for him and for Japanese people. They talked and
Daddy reassured him that he did not hold the actions
of previous generations against those who came after
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Mancy Erickson on left, brother Loren Childress on right

mystery solved - or maybe not.

Mack says the REID ran info the stem
of the WORDEN enroule to San Francisco
for Fleet Week. [No year given.] | asked
Mack to give me a run down of the early
skippars and what happened 1o them, il he
knew. His reply

* The first captain ol the REIT was
Robenn B, Camey. He eventually became
Chiel of Naval Operations, and in some of
the metures of the surrender m Tokyvo Bas
he i in the line-up of officers on the deck o
the Missouri. The next Capioin was Al |
Ak v siaed. | do mod think that e
Wl voTY lar afler the FEMITHNE of e
WORDEMN, Iowas ihe WORDEN and not
the DOWNES. | knew a Firecomtrolman on

RITE=T

Tnirty twa years later, Kalsumi camea 10 visil Us in
Kerrville. He is an English teacher m Yokohama
marmried and has two childran, Daddy was still in fairly
aood health and the visit was very satistying. One of
the things we cid while he visited was to go o the
Alamo In San Antonio. In the Alamo Plaza is a
memorial to the herces of the Alamo, a gift of the
paople of Japan 1o the people to Texas.

| hope these of you coming to the reunion will ba
able to visit both of thase memaonals to herces and o
peaca

Mysteries
Solved?

Remember that picture of a
REID Captan and his wife
printed in the May, 1999
Newslelter? It was taken in
Hawail before the war and |
didn’t have a name

Mack Massa, a plank owner,
remeambers that the captain was
LCDR. A Hutson, USN. Andto
solve another mystery, he was
the skippar at the time the REID
rammed the USS WORDEN, not
the DOWNES as | had reported.
[Massa and Sims can debale
which ship it was. | wasn'l there

Ed] So there is another

the Worden who had the Steering Engine
Room watch when the ramming occurred
and be wokd me he never stopped rannemg. untll e got 1o
the bow, The OO0 that might was Morgan Slayton (|
thnk be was 4 JCr at the e, bt nm ol certaing He got
to be a Captain in commund of a crutser during (he war
Bad 1 bBelieve that pecident held b back The nexd
Captam was James B. Carter, He was okay but didn'
seem too friendly with any of the officers and eertamnly
nat with the crew. He wis pretty strict and | saw him
bust a couple of the men for minor miractions, Afler him
came Pullen. Don't know oo much about him because
I was transferred two weeks after be came aboard. T do
know that he made Adrmral (tombstoneg)
and | visited him with several other
shipmates nfler he had  retired in
Monterey, Cahf, *

Reunion
Attendees

[Not much of a crowd. Let's get excited!]

Leo Allard Robart Bumns
Nancy Erickson  Waller Fox

Len Gardner Henry Heinaman
Bonnie Hiller Wayne Haviland
Warmen Law French Manckia
Mack Massa Peter O'Naill

Bill Pennington  Rufus Porler
Gordon Seastrom Bill Termry
Richard Woll 7 (Listed as "Wolf")




G. K. Geraity. Picture by M. Paul
{rearity was a SK3c on board o November, 1941,

Piclure on right is by Sims. That's Maltox on walch
on the quarterdeck
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Brochure for Model
Assignment

Al the last business meeting two years ago, we
falked about a8 possible brochure to serve @5 3
handout to those visiting the ship model thal now is
displayed in the MNavy Memonal downtown
Washington, D.C. [See story and picture by Rufe
Porter in this issuwe.] | was charged with coming up
with an estimate of cost for a three or four cotor
brochure of the sort that we all have seen al visitors’
centers elsewhere. | reported later that | could get it
printed far 10 to 11 cents per copy, or around $1100
for a run of 10,000 The other part of the project was
to work up a draft of what the brochure would include,
Mo one else volunteered, so | have put one together
and it is included in this issue for you to look over.

Review Draft

| sent the first draft out to Mack Massa and Rufe
Porter to review and we did a little word-smithing. If
you don't object to cutting the page out, you can fold
the page inta a tri-fold brochure. Read over the draft,
think about it and let's hear your comments at the
business meeating.

Mo Free Lunch

Mot everything Is as easy as it sounds. Rufe has
learned that the Navy Memonal will not allow the
brochure to be located with the model ilself.  All their
brochures evidently are available at the reception
desk, no exceptions. If we go along with this
procedure, the impact of the brochure will be

diminished to some extent. Other museums may not
have such rules.

Also, ther staff people say that brochures are taken
up in & humy by visitors and that many end up in the
nearest trash can. This means thal we must come up
with an alternate distribution plan that puts the
brochure in the hands of those wha really are
interested, or we must find a way, and a funding
source, 1o replenish the supply of brochures.

Solutions

There are solutions to these gltches. We just need
a litke time to find them | hope that, after suitable
discussion, we can agree to authonze the brochure
and a printing, with the understanding that no large
scale distibution will take place until 2 committea finds
acceptable solutions to these issues.

| think it would be unfortunate 1o put off a decision
on the brochure for another two years, until another
business meeting. Our numbers are dwindling and
our ability to control cutcomes is disappeanng.

Reunion Task Assignments

Decide which tours you want to take.

Decide whether you want fish or beaf.

Fill in the forms below for each

Make checks out to Mancy Erickson,

Send in the forms and money by September 8
to Mrs. Nancy Enckson, P.O. Box 1115, Center
Point, TX 78010,

[Please cut out the form below and send it in]

[ RN

il i i
[

{Mame)

B & 8

{ Address)

a—

(Telephone) (Arrival date)

Cut oftf and mail { Two sided form)

o N I S R R T

{ Mumbser)

Dinner choice - Meat - $15.95 pip .

- Fish - $16.95 p/p

Tours :
Monday: City Tour, inel. Alamo £24.00 p/p
Wednesday: Fredencksburg Tour, incl.
Nimitz Museumn $31.00 p/p

11




Reunion Agenda

Monday, Oct. 4  City Tour, Alamo 9.AM
Tuesday, Oct, 5

Business Meeting 10:00 AM
Banquet
Wednesday, Ocl & Fredericksburg
MNimitz Musum B:30 AM

Business Meeting Agenda

** Discussion of Brochure & Authonzaton
to Expend Funds lor Pnnting

** Ultimale disposition of assels & records

** Election of Officers

** Next reunion - When & Where

** Other Business from the Floor

Our Bequest

What to do with our worldly possessions? Many of
us belong to the Guadacanal Veterans organization
and receive Guadacanal Echoes. Did you notice they
are thinking about the same thing?

That group has a plan and an arangement with the
Kalamazoo Aviation History Museum which apparently
will accept and preserve their artifacts after the
Guadacanal Veterans disband. We need to identify
some source to do the same for us. It will be on our
business meeting agenda. Bring ideas.

Maurice (Col.) & Jennie Paul at their 50™
anniversary celebration

The best thinking has been done in solitude
The worst has been done in turmoil.
-- Thomas Edison
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Please cut out and mail the form below

|
I
L]
[]
]
¥
]
]
1
L]
1
iq
|
|
I
]
¥
]
]
[ |
]
L]
]
|
]
]

Please mail r than

September 10, 1999

|.ast punute Hotel reservations?

I ————_ e Tt

[ ——————— RS S8

Side two
Mail to: Payment:
Mrs. Nancy Erickson Banguet: Beef$15.95 x =3
PO Box 1115 Fish $16.95 x =$
Center Point, TX 78010
Monday Tour : $24.00x =%
Wednesday Tour: $31.00x _ =§

Total Enclosed $

(Make checks pavable to Nancy Erickson)

Call: 800-445-8475 or 210-225-3211- Holiday Inn at Durango.
$79/night. Mention Durango & mention REID reunion.
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USS REID (DD369)

(1936-1944)

The third ship of the line named for Samuel
Chester Reid, all of them destroyers, was built
by the Federated Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Company, Kearney, New Jeriey and
commissioned on November 2, 1936, Shown
here in Madera. Portugal on her shakedown
cruise, her first commanding officer was Cdr.
Robert Carney, later to become Chief of Naval
Operations, the LLS. Navy's highest ranking

authorized during the middle of the Great
Depression 1o replace the worn oul destroyers of
the World War | era

The new REID was assigned 1o the Pacific
Fleet, home ported first in San Diego, then in
1939 moved to Pear] Harbor, Hawai. After war
hroke out in Europe, Japan became an increasing
threat in the Far East, The REID sccompanied n
task Force of LLS. warships semt to Australia,
early in 1941, as a show of force and support

When the Japanese attacked on December 7,
1941, the REID was in Pearl Harbor alongside
the destroyer tender, USS Whitney, Much of
her fire control, navigation and power plant
instrumentation was dismantled for servicing
The boilers were cold. Mo ship was ever pul
back together so fast

The REID was out of the harbor by mid-
morning. Rumors on the island of Oahu were
rampant. Heonoluly radio reported at vanous
times during the day, evening and into the next
morning thal a Japanese invasion force was
about 1o land, enemy parschutists had landed,
thut saboteurs were ol work on Oahu, that a sea
battle was in progress just over the horizon. The
REID joined several other ships with orders o
cirele the island of Oahu in search of the enemy.
None was found

War Service

Dhuring the first months of the war, the REID
did convoy duty between Hawall and maimland
United States. In the spring of 1942, she was
sent with a small task force to the Aleutian
Islands to defend against a Jupanese attack that
was part of the Battle of Midway., During this
period, the REID hombarded Japanese positions
on Kiska and sank a Japanese submarine, taking
prisoners who became the first to be imprisoned
in the LS,  Later in 1942 the REID joined

American forces holding on at Guadaleanal,

LSS REID Leaves Mare Is. In 1943

After refinting in Mare Island shipyard in July
1943, the REID joined the Seventh Fleet in
support of MacArthur’s amphibious landings
along the coast of New Guinea and nearby
islands, fiercely defended by the Japanese.
Beginning in September of that year into the
summier of 1944, the REID was engaged in what
seemed 1o be constant combal with torpedo
planes, high level bombers, fighter planes, dive
bambers and submarines. There was a mid-term

diversion for a few lhiberty days m Sydney,
Australia, then back 1o the fray.
i et

In the summer of 1944 the REID returned
briefly to Pearl Harbor, before rejoining the
Seventh Fleet and MacArihur's retum to the
Philippines at Leyte. The Japanese defense of
Leyte was intense by air and by sea. The last
major naval engagement in the Pacific was
fought in the Leyte Gull when the Japanese
marshaled its remaining warships in @
showdown battle. The decisive defeat in this
haitle rendered the Japanese Navy ineffective for
the remainder of the war.

But the Japanese still had an awesome and
increasingly effective weapon remaining: the
Kamikaze or suicide plane. The US. Nawy
acknowledged that “if the |svicide| plane is not
shot down or so severcly damaged that its
contrel i impaired, it aimost inevitably will hit
its target.”

In the REIDs final two weeks in the waters
around Levte, the crew was able to sleep only an
hour or two at a ime. They were called 1o baitle
stations (condition red) an average of 10 times a
day. It was a period of near constant combat.

In her final hours on December |1, the REID
was protecting a re-supply force of amphibious
craft bound for Ormoc Bay off the west coast of
Leyte. About | 700 12 enemy planes approached
the convoy. The REID was the nearest ship to
the oncoming enemy planes. Plones | and 2
were thot down by the 57 baftery. Plane 3
exploded about 500 yards off the starboard
beam. Plane 4 hooked a wing on the starboard
rigging. crashing at the waterline. His bomb
exploded, doing considerable damage forward.
Plane 5 strafed the starboard side and crashed on
the port bow, Plane 6 strafed the bridge from
the port side and crashed off the starboard bow.
Planes 5 and 6 apparently had no bombs or they
were duds. Plane 7 came in from astern strafing
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Ralph Halsey New Haven, CT

It is with regrel that | am unable
ta attend the San Antonio reunion.
| am extremely busy with the
investment management company
| founded over 30 years ago. It
has been a greal satisfaction, but
it keeps my nose to the grinder

Living in New England, | have
lost contact with many shipmates,
but exchange Xmas cards with a
few. My large family of four
marmed children and 14
grandchildren keep me busy, Our
oidest grandson has  just
graduated from Harvard, while
athers are al Haveford, University
of Virginia, Connecticul Caollege,
Georgetown, Yale, Carlion, Camell
— That's why | keep working! Five
mare to go

| appreciate your efforts and

Lsn't that Ralph Halsey on the right and Bill Albers on the left, rowing the
ship across the equator in 19427

results on behalf of the Newsletter
and | enjoy each publication. It all seems so long ago,
but | remain in good health and hope to attend a future
reunion

My regards to all my shipmates. They were a great
leam who performed with excellence.

Robert Frederick

The last Newsletter to this address was retumed
He doasn't appaar on the intemet address site. Does
anyone have any information on him?

Anna Kawecki (Red)

Just a short note o let you know | have a new
address. | don't want 1o miss the Newsletter.

| will sand in some of tha photos from Ed’s album
after | get things settled.  I'm seliing my house and
moving in with my daughier. Very sad, bul life must
go on and my grandchildren help to fill in the void

Gaorge West, TX

Bernardston. MA

Pleasa lat me know what is going at the reunion, |
would also like to hear from the wives that | got to
know. | will miss seeing them

Mew Address: Anna H. Kawecki

50 Bald Mouniain Road
Bemardston, MA 01337
[No phone)

Jack Goodrich

Audrey and | regret we will not be able to attend the
REID reunion in San Antoruo this fall Parhaps we will
be able to make the next one

Please gwve my ragards to all, especially to Lois
Childress and her family

Maurice (Col.) Paul

| am sending you a few pictures. All were on the
REID at one fime or another. Hope you can use them
for the Newsletter

The following have been to see me and spent the
night over the years. Marvin Bucklin & Gwen, Paul
McAbes, Eugene Kline & Audrey. Chester Perrauit &
Elsie have been by on several visits. Meilson's wife,
Katie, came by for a visil. Neilson and | talked on the
phone about once a month since 1980 until he passed
away. Sure do miss talking to im.  Katie still keeps in
touch.

| really do enjoy getting the REID Newsletter. |
think you are doing a heck of a good job.

I'm sorry | won't be able to attend the San Antonio
reunion. My health won't parmit me to take the trip
Hope everyone has a greal time

Naples, FL

Carlton, GA
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Joe and (iern;f .I'nylnr a few years ago in the pavilion cutside the Navy memorial
where our moded 1s on display i Washington, [0.C

E-mail Addresses on File:

[There have been changes. (Check your lise.]

Dee Barber

Tom Barnat

Ar Bish

Rusty Cook

BHl Denmy

Ed Emanue!

MNancy Erckson

Len Gardner

Len Gardner
George Gillegpe
Gil Girdauskas (5C)
Gil Girdauskas (W)
Henry (Ace) Kolsom
Brian Lehmbuhler
Frenchie Manckia
Mack Massa

Bill Pennington
Claude Riggs
Gordon Seasirom
Cmdr Held Senter
S08 Taylor

Bill Terry

Ik Wall

Address Changes

16412 W, Quarry Court

Jahn Church

DBarber3@aol.com
MbarTbar@aol.com
CHAR107@juno.com

RCOOKEswrme. navy. mil

bbdanmy@carn.net
captned@hnet. net

encksonnancyfhotmail com

fgardnen@juno.com

Hgardner@hholmail.com

agillesp@telepor.com

girdauskas 1E@juno.com

girdauskas@junc. com
nohowhk @webiv net

hatari@worldnet att.net

fimanckia@car.nel
MackKEJTJi@aol com
PIGHIEROLS com
|riggs5394@acl .com
seastorm 36 aol com

REIDSENTER@aol.com

Taylor0120@aol.com
bmterry@acnet nel

cwolliaanl com

Surprise, AZ 85374
Ph: 653-975-1252

|6

Sl Pawl and Marv
Bluckiin, probably
before the war
Buckiin was a
coxswam on fhe crew
higt  wm November,
1841 His  bio
indicates he left the
Navy at the end of
the war as CBM

Model Gains
Respect

Rufe Porter reporis from the
Mavy Memorial in Washington
where our ship model is
displayed.

‘Good news from the United
States Navy Memenall The plea
for a better display location for the
REID model has finally been
headed. Itis now the cenlarpiece
of the "Quarerdeck” (entrance
lobby) of the Heritage Center
brightly hghted and flanked by
standards of the national colors
an one side and the Navy colors
with battle streamers, on the
other. It is very mpressive.’

cia Lan Gardner
1 Cowe Circlp
Palemyrad, Vi 2280
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